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Full, Clear, and Succinct Das 
oF THE To 1 
PRELIMINARY ARTICLES 


oF 


P E A GE. 


EE treaty now depending between Great Britain, France; and Spain, attracting 
the attention of all Europe, and being of the utmoſt conſequence to the preſent 
and future welfare of this country, it is no doubt of the utmoſt importance to us 
1 to ſcan deliberately the Preliminary Articles which are to ſerve as a baſis for this 
treaty, to obſerve if there is any uncertainty in them which may be made the foundation af future 
_ Yiſſentions ; and to conſider if they are as honourable and beneficial, as a glorious train of 
moſt important ſucceſſes undoubtedly intitle us to expect. 

In order therefore to enable all my countrymen to make a true judgment of theſe momentons 
queſtions, I ſhall, witlout farther introduction, lay before them the Preliminaries themſelves; 
together with ſuch deductions from them as have ariſen to me from a cool and diſpaſſionate 
peruſal thereof, as well as from a due conſideration of the reſpective claims, rights, behaviour; 
-and circumſtances, of the ſeveral belligerant powers therein concerned. 


In the Name of the Moſt Holy Trinity. RxMARR. 
HE King of Great Britain, and the Moſt JD ROM this introduction, it in ſome meaſure 
1 Chriſtian King, animated with the re- appears, that Francs and Spain ſoon be- 


ciprocal deſire to re-eſtabliſh union and good gan to repent of their having put the vigour 
underſtanding between them, as well for the and firmneſs of our late popular miniſter to ip 
good of mankind in general, as for that of ſevere a trial; and that he was no ſooner diſ- 
their reſpective kingdoms, ſtates, and ſubjects, placed, than they began to entertain hopes, 
having reflected, ſoon after the rupture be- by ſecret negotiation, to blaſt our laurels, and 
tween Great Britain and Spain, on the ſtate of wreſt ur trophies from us. Having wow 

the B = -rienced 


- 
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the negotiation of laſt year (which unhap- 
pily had not the deſired effect) as well as on the 
points in diſpyte between the crowns of Great 
Britain and Spain ; their Britannick and Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſties began a correſpondence to 
endeavour to find means to adjuſt the dit- 
ferences ſubſiſting between their ſaid Majeſties. 


At the ſame time, the Moſt Chriſtian King 
having communicated to the King of Spain 


theſe happy diſpoſitions, his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty was animated with the ſame zeal for the 
of mankind, and that of his ſubjects, 


and reſolved toyextend and muliipl the fruits 


peace by his concurrence in ſuch laudable 


intentions. Their Britannick, Moſt Chriſtian, 


and Catholick Majeſties, having, in conſe- 


rienced in the field the ſuperior valour of our” 
troops, they judiciouſly 2 that ſo brave 
a natien was not to be defeated but thro? their 


ſuperior talents in the cabinet only; and it 


mult be confeſſed that in this meaſure they 
have been no leſs fortunate than prudent ; 
that is, in caſe a definitive treaty ſhould be 
conſequent of the preſent Preliminaries. Bur 
as no pacification is underftood to be com- 
pleated till the ratifications of the definitive 
treaty are exchanged, any party that finds 


| himſelf over-reached may moſt certainly break 


off a negotiation, which, if continued, might 
ſerve to increaſe thofe very trdubles it Was un- 
doubtedly intended finally to remove. 


quence, maturely conſidered all the above points, as well as the different events which have 


Happened during the courſe of the preſent negotiation, have, by mutual conſent, agreed on 
the following articles, which ſhall ſerve as a baſis to the future treaty of peace. For which 


Purpoſe, his Britannick Majeſty has named and authoriſed, John Duke and Earl of Bedford, 


Marqueſs of Taviſtock, &c. Miniſter of State of the King of Great Britain, Lieutenant Ge- 
neral of his Forces, Keeper of his Privy Seal, Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the Garter, 
and his Britannick Majeſty's Miniſter Plenipotentiary to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, Cæſar Gabriel de Choifeul, Duke of Praſlia, Peer of France, Knight of the 
Moſt Chriſtian King's Orders, Lieutenant General of his Forces, Councillor in all his Councils 

and Miniſter and Secretary of State, of his Commands, and Finances ; and his Catholick Ma- 
Jeſty has likewiſe named and authoriſed Dom Jerome Grimaldi, Marquis de Grimaldi, Knight 
of the Moſt Chriſtian King's Orders, Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber to his Catholick Ma- 
Jeſty in Employment, and his Ambaſſador Extraordinary to his Moſt Chriftian Majeſty; who, 


after having duly communicated to each other their full powers in good form, have agreed on 


the following Articles. 
Article I. 


As ſoon as the preliminaries ſhall be ſigned 


and ratified, ſincere friendſhip ſhall be re- 
eſtabliſhed between his Britannick Majeſty and 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and between his 
ſaid Britannick Majeſty and his Catholick Ma- 
Jeſty, their kingdoms, ſtates, and fubjects, by 
ſea, and by land, in all parts of the world, 
Orders ſhall be ſent to the armies and ſqua- 
drons, as well as to the ſubjects of the three 
powers, to ſtop all hoſtilities, and to live in 
the moſt perfect union, forgetting what has 
paſſed, of which their ſovereigns give them the 
order and example: And, for the execution 
of this article, fea-paſſes ſhall be given, on 
each ſide, for the ſhips, which ſhall be diſ- 
patched to carry the news of it to the reſpec- 
tive poſſeſſions of the three powers, 


| Romarks on Article I. 

By comparing this article with the introduc- 
tion, the impropriety thereof will be very ap- 
parent. In the introduction it is faid, that 
theſe preliminaries ** ſhall ſerve as a baſis to the 
« future treaty of peace,” yet by this firſt ar- 


ticle the peace would ſeem to be rather already. 


firmly eſtabliſhed than now only in the courſe 
of treaty. By the royal proclamation. lately 
publiſhed; a ceſſaticn of hoſtilities is there com- 


manded, By the word 7 (if I rightly 
orbearance of arms 


underſtand it) is meant a 
during ſome particular period; and which, in 
fact, is underſtood to be therein ſpecified. By 
this firſt article the ſubjects of the three belli - 
gerant powers concerned in this treaty are or- 


dered © to live in the moſt per/ef union, for- 


« getting what is paſt,” without any regard 


IO 
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to how long we are to live ſo, or the admitting a poſſibility of the renewal of hoſtilities, T 
we are now to forget what is paſt, we muſt conſequently forget all the cauſes of the war, and 
all thoſe differences that gave riſe to it; yet (unleſs theſe preliminaries are to be deemed as 


an abſolute peace) how are-we to forget them till a final peace is concluded? If theſe prelimi- 
naries (ſhould not be productive of a definitive treaty, are we, upon the recommencement of 


hoſtilities, immediately to remember again what. we have for. 


got, or are we to go to battle. 


again without having any injury to reſent ? In fine, this article does not appear properly 


_ worded; at leaſt, there is no doubt an omiſſion, in the not mention 
during which we are to live in amity with our new-made friends. 


| Ar ticle II. 
His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty renounces all 
pretenſion, which he has heretofore formed, 
or might have formed, to Nova Scotia, or 
Acadia, in all its parts, and guaranties the 
Whole of it, with all its depen encies, to the 
King of Great Britain; Moreover, his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty cedes, and guarant ies to his 
faid Britannick Majeſty, in full Right, Canada, 
with all its dependencies, as well as the iſland 
of Cape Breton, and all the other iſlands, in 
the gulph, and river of St. Laurence, without 
reſtriction, and without any liberty to depart 
from this ceſſion and guaranty, under any 
pretence, or to trouble Great Britain in the 
© poſſeſſions above- mentioned. His Britannick 
Majeſty, on his ſide, agrees to grant to the in- 
habitants of Canada the liberty of the Catho- 
lick religion: He will, in conſequence, give the 
moſt exact and the moſt effectual orders, that 
his new Roman Catholick ſubjects may pro- 
feſs the worſhip of their religion, according to 
the rites of the Roman church, as far as the 
laws of Great Britain permit, His Britannick 
Majeſty further agrees, that. the French inha- 
bitants, or others who would have been ſub- 
jets of the Moſt Chriſtian King in Canada, 
may retire, in all ſafety and freedom, where- 
ever they pleaſe; and may ſell their eſtates, 
provided it be to his Britannick Majeſty's ſub- 
| jets, and tranſport their effects, as well as 
their perſons, without being reſtrained in their 
emigration, under any pretence whatſoever, 
except debts, or criminal proſecutions : The 


term, limited for this emigration, being fixed 


ing ſome particular time, 
Remarks on Amide II. 
As the boundaries of Canada are neither 


here nor any where elſe in theſe preliminaries 


aſcertained, the ſame room ſeems now left for 


- cavil and diſpute with reſpect to the bounda- 
ries of Canada, as was in the laſt treaty of 
peace with regard to thoſe of Acadia or Nova- 


Scotia; and as that overſight gave riſe to the 
preſent war, it is ſurely not unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, if this new article before us, which 
is of more than equal concern with that of 
Acadia, is left at the ſigning of the definitive 
treaty as vague and Jeſſitute of preciſion as it 
now ſtands, that ir may be productive of as 
difagreeable conſequences as the other. It 
has been objected to this article, that proviſion 
is therein made for the late ſubjects of the 
French King, either to retire, or remain im 
free uſe of their religion ; and that through- 
out the whole preliminaries there is no ſuch 
ſtipulation made for thoſe ſabje&s of Great 
Britain who may have ſettled in any of the 
conquered places now ' ceded to France, and 
ehuſe to remain there. But here it is proper 
to obſerve, that the miniſtry have in this caſe 
acted upon the moſt juſt and folid foundation, 
for ſurely thoſe free-born ſubjects of Great Bri- 
tain, who for the ſake of gain would chuſe 
to live under a French government preferably 
to a conſtitution founded on the moſt generous 
principles, cannot complain that they are left 


to abide by the conſequences of ſuch a ſelf-in- 
tereſted preference. 


to the ſpace of eighteen months, to be com- 


puted from the day of the ratification of the definitive treaty. 


| Article III. | 
The ſubjects of France ſhall have the liberty 


_ of fiſhing and drying, on a part of the coaſts 
of the iſland of Newfoundland, ſuch as it is 


ſpecified 


Remarks on Article III. 

When the perfidy of the French is conſi- 
dered in reſpect to the treaty. of Utrecht (of 
which I ſhall ſpeak more particularly in 20 

article 


fpecified in the XIIIth article of the treaty of 
Utrecht; which article ſhall be confirmed and 
renewed by the approaching definitive treaty, 
(except what regards the iſland of Cape Breton, 
as well as the other iſlands in the mouth and in 
the gulph of St. Laurence) : And his Britan- 
nick Majeſty conſents to leave to the Moſt Chriſ- 
tian King's ſubjects the liberty to fiſh in the 

ulph of St. Laurence, on condition that the 
{abiedts of France do not exerciſe the ſaid 
fiſhery, but at the diſtance of three leagues 
from all the coaſts belonging to Great Britain, 
as well thoſe of the continent, as thoſe of the 
iſlands fituated in the faid gulph of St. Lau- 
rence. And as to what relates to the fiſhery 
out of the ſaid gulph, his Moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty's ſubjects ſhall not exerciſe the fiſhery,” 


but at the diſtance of filteen leagues from the 
. . coaſts of the iſland of Cape Breton. 


[*J 


article regarding Dunkirk) it is really wonder 
ful that any article in the preſent negotiation 
ſhould be grafted on one contained in that 
treaty which ſhe has for ſuch a ſucceſſion of 
years ſo openly and fo repeatedly violated, 


and conſequently forfeited every right what- 


ever to claim under it. Tt ſeems the general 
opinion of the public, that France ſhould have 
been utterly excluded from any ſhare of that 
fiſhery, granted her by this ſtipulation, as be- 
ing the only nurſery for her ſeamen, whereby 
ſhe is enabled to rival the power and commerce 
of this nation.— However, I will not abſolute- 
ly contend for this point But only obſerve, 
that if ſhe muſt partake of this great cod- 
mine, it ought by no means to be on fo advan- 
tageous a footing as that of the treaty of 
Utrecht. The iſland of Newfoundland is ſub- 
ject to prodigious fogs; the ſouthern part much 
more ſo than the northern; they are thicker, 


blacker, more unwholſome, and leſs intermittent : Fiſh on the latter part are dried not only 
much ſooner but much betrer than on the former, where they are exceedingly liable to be 
worm-eaten : Yet do we, by confirming the XIIIth article of the treaty of Utrecht, grant 
to France this preheminent part of the iſland, and leave ourſelves very little more than the 
ſouthern. What muſt be the conſequence ! France, as ſhe has heretofore done, will 
foreſtall and underſell us in all the foreign markets, which ſhe is enabled to do by catching 


her fiſh much cheaper, curing them much better, and carrying them to market much ſooner, 


Article IV. 

The King of Great Britain cedes the iſlands 
of St. Peter and of Miquelon, in full right, 
to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to ſerve as a 
thelter for the French fiſhermen ; and his ſaid 
Majeſty obliges himſelf, on his royal word, not 
to fortiſy the ſaid iſlands; to erect no build- 


ings there but merely for the conveniency of 
the fiſhery ; and to keep there only a guard of 


fifty men tor the police, 


Remarks on Article IV. | 

One would be apt to imagine from the talk 
of a reliance on the royal word of Majeſty, 
that it was the King of England thereby obliging 
himſelf to the - performance of ſomewhat to 
the French—that would be natural, for it 
would be regarded but I cannot help ſmiling 
to hear Lonis XV. making ſuch honourable pro- 


feſſions.— French faith, in points of honour, 
are ſo well known (even to a proverb amongſt the * 


Engliſh) that we ſhould never ſubmit to rely 


again on the mere word of that perfidious court: Beſides, in caſes of reſtitution, the word of 
the contracting prince himſelf is ſufficient, becauſe the execution immediately follows the cove- 
nant, and when once performed cannot be recalled—But in this caſe, where the ſtipulation is 
dependent on a promiſe only, the French King ſhould have promiſed not for himſelf alone, but 
for his ſucceſſors ; for, as the caſe now ſtands, it is manifeſt that his immediate ſucceſſor may, 
without breach of treaty, fortify the iſlands of St. Peter and Miquelon, in what manner he 


thinks proper, 


Article V. 


5 Article V. A 
The town and port of Dunkirk ſhall be put 
into the ſtate fixed by the laft treaty of Aix- 
la Chapelle, and by former treaties : the Cu- 
nette ſhall remain as it now is, provided that 


the Engliſh engineers, named by his Britan- 


nick Majeſty, and received at Dunkirk by or- 
der of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, verify, that 
this Cunette is only of uſe for the wholſomeneſs 
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Nemarls on Article V. 1 

The demolition of the fortifications of Dun- 
kirk was firſt ſtipulated at the treaty of Utrecht, 
and has been renewed by ſeveral ſucceflive ones 
ſince, as appears by the very article now be- 
fore us. For God's ſake, is there any reaſon 
to believe that the French are become more ſa- 
cred regarders of treaties now than heretofore ? 
If they had been religious obſervers of- their 


of the air, and the health of the inhabitants. moſt ſolemn engagements in theſe caſes, there 


| might have been no occaſion for this article at 
this time? If they have not been ſo (and which is the fact) how ridiculous muſt we appear in 


the eyes of all Europe, to renew an article ſhe has ſo often broken, not to ſay ſo long treated 
with contempt ? Beſides, let us ſuppoſe a miracle for once—let us ſuppoſe, that France bona 
fide abides by this article — In time of peace where is the uſe of it to us? and in the time of 
war how ſoon might ſhe re-inſtate them ? Or if we thought proper to prevent her rebuilding 
them, at how much larger expence would it be to us to effect ſuch prevention, by our being 
obliged to have a fleet continually ſtationed at and by turns in their harbour for that purpole ? 
The ſhipping too of which, they might greatly annoy, by batteries from the heights that com- 
mand it. In fact it would be leſs expenſive to us to ſuffer the continuance of theſe fortifica- 
tions, than to determine the contrary ; becauſe, in times of war, two or three ſhips cruiſing 
before the harbour, are a ſufficient check to their privateers, the only means by which we need 
fear their annoying us through the protection of the fortifications of Dunkirk. We have given 
the affair of Dunkirk as an inſtance of French faith — pray let us add another. By the treaty 
of Utrecht they were to have the northern part of Newfoundland to dry their fiſh on, but were to 
build no fortifications ; and how did they regard ir? They even raiſed batteries, fortified every 
convenient place, and fired upon the ſubjects of Great-Britain when fiſhing on the northern coaſt 
of our own iſland, under the-falſe pretence that they [the French] had an excluſive right to all 


the fiſhery in that quarter. Re. inſtated there, as they are to be, what ſecurity have we that they 


will not repzat ſuch enormities ? 


Article VI. 


In order to re-eſtabliſh peace on the moſt ' 


ſolid and laſting foundations, and to remove 
for ever every ſubject of diſpute with regard to 
the limits of the Britiſh and French territories 
on the continent of America; It is agreed, 
that, for the future, the confines between the 
dominions of his Britannick Majeſty, and thoſe 
of his moſt Chriſtian. Majeſty, in that part of 


the world, ſhall be irrevocably fixed by a line 


drawn along the middle of the river Miſſiſſippi, 
from its ſource, as far as the river Iberville, and 
from thence, by a line drawn along the mid- 


dle of this river, and of the lakes Maurepas 


and Pontchartrain, to the ſea ; and to this pur- 
poſe, the moſt Chriſtian King cedes in full 
right, and guaranties to his Britannick Majeſty, 
the river and port of Mobile, and every thing 
that he poſſeſſes, or ought to have poſſeſſed, on 
the left ſide of the river Miſſiſſippi, except the 
town of New Orleans, and the iſland in which 


it 


Remarks on Article VI. 

The boundaries between the French domi- 
nions and ours, from the gulph of Mexico to 
the ſource of the Miſſiſſippi, appear to be here 
ſettled. Let mg aſk this queſtion : where lies 
the true ſource of that river? I may venture to 


ſay, that it is as yet unknown; ſo that by the 


manner in which this article is conceived, it 
amounts to no more than this; that there is a 
place ſomewhere that may be called the ſource 
of the Miſſiſſippi, and this place, when found 
out, is -to be our boundary; 1. e. in caſe the 
French King ſhall not think proper to diſpute 


it, by perceiving it more to his intereſt that it 


ſhould lay in ſome other place. And if this 
ſhould really happen, what is to be done ? A 
new negotiation or a new war muſt enſue; an- 
other forty or fifty millions expended, and an- 
other forty or fifty thouſand lives thrown away, 
to determine this point. Again, the ſame bad 


conſequences may enſue, if the true ſource. 
C | ſhould 


[ 


it is ſituated, which ſhall remain to France ; 
provided that the navigation of the river Miſſiſ- 
tipp? ſhall be equally tree, as well to the ſub- 
jects of Great-Britain, as to thoſe of France, 
in its whole breadth and length, from it ſource 
to the ſea, and that part expreſly, which is be- 
tween the ſaid iſland of New Orleans, and the 
right bauk of that river, as well as the paſſage 
both in and out of it> wouth: it is further 
ſtipulated, that the veliis belonging to the 
ſubjects of cither nation ſhall not be ſtopped, 
viſited, or ſubjected to the payment of any 
daty whatſoever. The ſtipulations, in favour 
of the inhabitants of Canada, ' inſerted in the 
ſecond article, ſhall alſo take place, with re- 
gard to the inhabitants of the countries cede 

by this article, | 


10 7 
ſhould never be really diſcovered; but the- 


French think proper io attempt an impoſrion 


on us, by foiſting upon us as the ſource, that 


which in fact is not. I ſhall illuſtrate my ob- 
jection to this part of this article, by inform- 
ing my reader that lands have been granted by 
the crown to private perſons in America, 
bounding them by rivers and their ſources, 
Which have given riſe to law ſuits concerning 


the true places of theſe ſources, that have been 


in a coarſe of law longer than the memory of 
any man livin” (as in the caſe of the patent of 
Cakyeat, i: ..z* county of Orange and province 
of New-York) and yet remaining undetermin- 
ed. The a 7e is, that when you get up to 
near the ſource of the river, there are ſo many 
branches or rivulets meeting in the great one, 


the heads of which are at ſuch equal diſtances 
from the river they run into, that it is next to an impoſſibility to name which ſhould be called the 


river, and conſequently which is the true ſource. Moreover, there is no boundary in this arti- 


cle eſtabliſhed to the weſtward of this ſource; ſo if there is any land between this ſource and 


the ſouth- ſea, to whom doth this land belong? I dare affirm, a French negotiator will immedi- 
ately anſwer, that as the Engliſh boundaries are only defined as far as this river goes, 


their territories cannot extend beyond it to the weſtward, and conſequently muit be determined 
by a meridional or north line drawn from that point to the north pole, or as far as America. 
reaches; and thus we might have a new ſet of French ſettlements all along the back of ours, as 


far as this meridional line extends, whereby every inconvenience we formerly ſuffered from Ca- 
nada and Louiſiana might be again revived in this new country, But on the contrary, if any 
friend to Great-Britain ſhall aver that the Britiſh dominions are to be bounded by a due wet 
line drawn from this ſource to the great ſouth- ſea, and that all to the northward ſhould be conſi- 


dered as Engliſh territory, to what tribunal ſhall we have recourſe for the deciſion of a queſtion of 


ſuch importance to our country? Shall we loſe a tract of land larger, perhaps, than France and Spain 


put together, or once more decide our diſputes by the word? This article, as well as that rela- 


tive to Canizla, appears to be fraught with ſuch conſequential uncertainties, that I fear the 
French mean it to be not the baſis of a peace, but in fact the moſt proper foundation for a fu- 
ture war; and as it muſt certaialy happen, that France will ſoon be in better circumſtances than 


they now are, and continue improving in ſtrength, it is undoubtedly beſt for us that theſe. 
queſtions ſhould be now determined, and not left to a future day when our enemy is ſtronger, 
and we, perhaps, weaker, We know what our ſtrength and conſequence now are, but neither. 


men nor nations can anſwer for what they may be hereafter, 


Article VII. Remarks on Article VII. 


The King of Great Britain ſhall reſtore to By this article our valuable inſular conqueſts 
France the iſlands of Guadeloupe, of Marie- from the French [Belleiſle excepted, which 


galante, of Deſirade, of Martinico, and of may be ſet againſt Minorca] are reſtored to 
Belleiſle; and the fortreſſes of theſe iſlands them, without any apparent equivalent. 
ſhall be reſtored in the ſame condition they 7 


were in when they were conquered by the Britiſh arms; provided that the term of eighteen 
months, to be computed from the day of the ratification of the definitive treaty, ſhall be 
granted to his Britannick Majeſty's ſubjects, who may have ſettled in the ſaid iſlands, and other 
places reſtored to France by the definitive treaty, to fell their eſtates, recover their debts, and 
to tranſport their effects, as well as their perſons, without being reſtrained, on account wr their 

religion, 


* 


religion, or under any other pretence whatfoerr except that of debts, or of criminal pro- 


fecutiohs. 
Article VIII. 

The moſt Chriſtian King cedes and guaran- 
ties to his Britannick Majeſty, in full right, 
the iſlands of Grenada and the Grenadines, 
with the ſame ſtipulations in favour of the 
inhabitants of this colony as are inſerted in 
the ſecond article for thoſe of Canada. And 
the partition of the iſlands called neutral is 


Remarks on Article VIII. 


The French, by the recovery of St. Lucia 


(which has by much the fineſt harbour in that 
part of the world, and is well ſituated for a 
place of arms) acquire an iſland of infinitely 
more value than Grenada, the Grenadines, and 
all the neutral iſlands put . 


agreed and fixed, ſo that thoſe of St. Vincent, Dominico, and Tobago, ſhall remain in full 
right ro England; and that that of St. Lucia ſhall be delivered to France, to enjoy the ſame: 
in like manner in full right: the two crowns reciprocally guarantying to each other the par- 


tition ſo ſtipulated, 


Article IX. 

His Britannick Majeſty ſhall reſtore to France 
the iſland of Goree in the condition it was in 
when conquered.. And his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty cedes in full right, and guaranties to the 
ing of Great Britain, Senegal, 


Ef kl eh, need not be named: 
R \ | 
Article X. 
. en the Eaſt Indies, Great Britain ſhall re- 


9 „ to France the ſeveral comptoirs which 
h 


at crown had on the coaſt of Coromandel, as 
well as on that of Malabar, and alſo in Ben- 
gal, at the commencement of hoſtilities between 
the two companies in the year 1749, in the con- 
dition in which they now are, on condition 
that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty-renounces the 
acquiſitions which he has made on the coaſt of 
Coromandel, ſince the commencement of hoſti- 
lities between the two een in the year 
1749. 

His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, on his ſide, ſhall 
reſtore all that he ſhall have conquered from 


Great Britain in the Eaſt Indies during the 
preſent war. And he alfo engages not to erect 
any fortifications, or to keep any troops in 


1 25 


Article XI. 


The iſland of Minorca ſhall be reſtored to 


his Britannick Majeſty, as well as Fort St. 
Philip, in the ſame condition they were in 


. on the faith of the French King. The ill conſequences that may poſſibly flow from 


' Remarks on Article IX. | 

The iſland of Goree, by its ſtrength, and! 
the nature of its ſituation, is the terror of the 
African coaſt, and the key of the river Sene-- 
gal: fo that our valuable gum trade, ſo ex- 

tremely neceſſary in our moſt important manu- 

factures, is hereby in a manner rendered de- 


C 


Remarks on Article X. 

There ſeems ſomething pompous in his moſt' 
Chriſtian Majeſty's talking of reſtoring all he 
ſhall have conquered from Great Britain in the 
Eaſt Indies. But with ane parade, it is a. 


mere pompous nothing. Alk hat he has, or 


can have to reſtore, will not amout to one- ſixth 
equivalent of what we are to return back to him 
there. As to France engaging not to raiſe for- 
tifications, or to keep any troops in Bengal, we 
have no more ſecurity for it, and his ſucceſſor 
is no more bound to its performance, than what: 
have ſhewn in article IV, reſpecting the; 
iſlands of St. Peter and Miquelon. And when- 
ever the French may be in readineſs for a freſh: 
rupture, they may have at hand as many troops 
as they pleaſe at L'Iſle de France (for they are 
prohibited forces only in Bengal) pour them 


into their ſettlements in a few days, and over- 


run the epa, in a trice. 


Remarks en Article XI. 
The merchants trading to the Levant will“, 
thank our be for this article. 


when they were conquered by the arms of the moſt Chriſtian king; and with the artillery that: 
was there at the wing of the. * uland, and of the ſaid fort. 


Article. 


I 


[26:1 
Article XII. X 
France ſhall reſtore all the countries belonging to the electorate of Hanover, to the Landgrave 
of Heſſe, to the Duke of Brunſwick, and to the Count of La Lippe Buckebourg, which are 
or ſhall be occupied by the arms of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty. The fortreſſes of theſe differ- 
ent countries ſhall be reſtored in the ſame condition they were in when they were conquered by 
the French arms: and the pieces of artillery, which ſhall have been carried elſewhere, ſhall be 
replaced by the ſame number, of the ſame bore, weight, and metal. As to what regards hoſt- 
ages exacted or given during the war, to this day, they ſhall be ſent back without ranſom. 


Article XIII. 
After the ratification of the preliminaries, France ſhall evacuate, as ſoon as it can be done, 
the fortreſſes of Cleves, Wezel, and Guelders, and in general all the countries belonging to the 
King of Pruſſia; and at the ſame time the Britiſh and French armies ſhall evacuate all the 
countries which they occupy, or may then occupy, in Weſtphalia, Lower Saxony, on the 
Lower Rhine, the Upper Rhine, and in all the Empire; and each ſhall retire into the dominions 
. of their 1 ſovereigns. And their Britannick and moſt Chriſtian Majeſties further engage 


and promiſe not to furniſh any ſuccour, of any kind, to their reſpective allies, who ſhall con- 
tinue engaged in the preſent war in Germany. | | 


| Article XIV. | 
The towns of Oſtend and Nieuport ſhall be evacuated by his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's troops, 
immediately after the ſignature of the preſent preliminaries. | | | 


Remarks on Articles XII, XIII, XIV. 
Theſe three preceding articles are highly and n advantageous to Great Britain and 
France.—In fact they have both of them been great ſufferers by the German war. 


Article XV. 
The deciſion of the prizes made on the 
Spaniards by the ſubjects of Great Britain, in | | 
time of peace, {bill be referred to the courts of juſtice of the admiralty of Great Britain, con- 
formably to the rules eſtabliſhed among all nations, ſo that the validity of the ſaid prizes, be- 
tween the Britiſh and Spaniſh nations, ſhall be decided and judged, according to the law of na- 


Remarks on Article XV. 
This article is equitable and judicious, 


tions, and according to treaties, in the courts of juſtice of the nation who ſhall have made 


the capture. 


| Artile XVI. 

His Britannick Majeſty ſhall cauſe all the 
fortifications to be demoliſhed which his ſub- 
jects ſhall have erected in the bay of Honduras, 
and other places of the territory of Spain in 
that part of the world, four months after the 
ratification of the definitive treaty. And his 
Catholick Majeſty ſhall not for the future ſuffer 
the ſubjects of his Britannick Majeſty, or their 
workmen, to be diſturbed or moleſted, under 


any pretence whatſoever, in their occupation 


of cutting, loading, and carrying away log- 
wood; and for this purpoſe they may build, 
without hindrance, and occupy, without inter- 
ruption, the houſes and magazines neceſſary for 
them, for their families, and for their effects. 
And his ſaid Catholick Majeſty aſſures to them, 


by 


Remarks on Article XVI. 

By the ſtipulations in this article we ac- - 
knowledge the bay of Honduras to be Spaniſh 
territory, our ſubjects come under Spaniſh pro- 
tection, and become tenants at will of a Spaniſh 
monarch ; and yet the Spaniards never con- 
quered that country, nor have any title to it, 
but that of the papal grant. By this acknow- 
ledgment, if it is ontfirmed by a definitive 
treaty, we have given up what we have been 
nobly ſtruggling for ever ſince the reign of 
the gloricus Elizabeth; namely, our RIGHT 
of cutting logwood, and the INDEPENDEN- 
cy of our Indian allies in that place; and 
conſequently have admitted (by allowing it to 
be Spaniſh dominion) that all our logwood 
cutters there were plunderers and nt 
ers, 


. 
dy this article, the intire enjoyment of what is bers. 


If this were to be confirmed by a de- 
above ſtipulated. 


finitive treaty, what a diſgrace would it be to 
| our own reputation, and that of our an- 
ceſtors I cannot ſurely miſtake the words of the article. They are, The bay of Hon- 
duras, and other places of the territory of Spain in that part of the world.” To this may be 
added, that our ſubmiſſion to demoliſh our fortifications (which have hitherto been the beſt 
ſafeguard to us and our Indian allies) in the midſt of a ſeries of conqueſts and ſucceſſes, muſt 
leſſen our dignity in the eyes of all Europe. | | | 


Article XVII. Remarks on Article XVII. 

His Catholick Majeſty deſiſts from all pre- His pretenſions were ever ſo deſtitute of a 
tenſion which he may have formed to the right colourable foundation, that we cannot thank 
of fiſhing about the iſland of Newfoundland. him for this conceſſion.—“ His Catholick Ma- 
x : jeſty DEstsTs from all pretenſions, &c. 
If F rightly underſtand the word DESsIS Ts, as it here ſtands, it can only mean for the preſent; 
for this time: it does not exclude his Catholick Majeſty from renewing his pretenſions hereafter 
— the verb deſſt, without additional words by way of explanation, can only mean g forbearance 
for a time. I hope, in the definitive treaty, it will be put © DES1ISTS FOR EVER, he and his 
heirs, from any pretenſions to fiſhing about the ISLAND and the BaNKs of Newfoundland.” 
The public will then do all honour (as indeed they do now to their intentions, for this may be 
only an overſight) to the miniſtry, who, by ſuch an article, will avoid all future difagreeable 


diſputes on ſo important a point. | 


Article XVIII. 

The king of Great-Britain ſhall reſtore to 
Spain all that he has conquered in the iſland of 
Cuba, with the fortreſs of the Havanna; and 
that fortreſs, as well as all the other fortreſſes 


Remarks on Articles, XVIIT. XIX. 

By theſe articles we give up to Spain, an 
iſland worth all the reſt of the Caribbees put 
together * : and for what? for ſo much of 
Spaniſh; Florida as lies to the eaſt and ſouth- 


of the ſaid iſland, ſhall be reſtored in the ſame 
condition they were in when they were conquer- 
ed by his Britannick Majeſty's arms. 


eaſt of the Miſſiſſipi, a barren country, with- 
out commerce or agricalture !' A country from 
which his Catholick majeſty never drew a ſingle 
dollar! A country totally detached from all the- 
reſt of his dominions ! Of no-ufe to him, and 
of no advantage tous. 


| Article XIX. 

In conſequence of the reſtitution ſtipulated. | 
in the preceding article, his Catholick Majeſty _ | rd. : 
cedes and guaranties, in full right, to his Britannick Majeſty, all that Spain poſſeſſes on the 
continent of North America, to the eaſt, or to the ſouth eaſt, of the river Miſſiſſippi. And 
his Brirannick Majeſty agrees to grant to the inhabitants of this country, above ceded, the li- 
berty of the Catholick religion: he will, in conſequence, give the moſt exact and the moſt effec- 
tual orders, that his new Roman*Catholick ſubjects may profeſs the. worſhip of their religion ac- 
cording to the rites of the Roman church, as far as the laws of Great-Britain permit. His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty farther agrees, that the Spaniſh inhabitants, or others who would have been 
ſubjects of the Catholick King in the ſaid countries, may retire, in all ſafety and freedom, where-- 


K cs. 
ko. OM - 


* For the great importance of this iſland to Great-Britain, the reader is referred to the pamphlet 
juſt publiſhed, intitled ** One more Letter to the People of England,” which merits the peruſal of 
every perſon in this kingdom; as it ſets our national affairs in a much clearer light, gives a more juſt 
idea of the importance of our conqueſts, and points out the paths which this nation ougl t to purſue, 
beyond any other writer I have ſeen. = 
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| 8 | 
ever they pleaſe ; and may ſell their eſtates, provided it be to his Britannick Majeſty's „ hjects, 
and tran{port their effects, as well as their perſons, without being reſtrained in their en ation, 
under any pretence whatſoever, except debts, or criminal proſecutions : the term limited tor this 
Emigration, being fixed to the ſpace of eighteen months, to be computed from the day ot the ra- 
tification of the definitive treaty. It is further ſtipulated, that his Catholick Majeſty ſhail have 
power to cauſe all the eflects, that belong to him, either artillery, or others, to be carried away. 


Article & 

The King of Portugal, his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty's ally, is expreſly included in the preſent 
preliminary articles. And their moſt Chriſtian 
and Catholick Majeſties engage to re-cllabliih 
the ancient peace and friendſhip between them 
_ his moſt faithful Majeſty : and they pro- 
mile, 

1/1. That there ſhall be a total ceſſation of 
hoſtilites between the crowns of Spain and 
Portugal, and betwcen the Spaniſh and. French 
troops, on the one fide, and the Portugueſe 


troops, and thoſe of their allies, on the other, 


immediately after the ratification of theſe pre- 
liminaries: and that there ſhall be a like ceſſa- 
tion of hoſtilities between the reſpective forces 
of the molt Chriſtian and Catholick Kings, 
on the one part, and thoſe of the moſt Faithful 
King, on the other, in all other parts of the 
world, as well by ſea as by land; which ceſſa- 
tion ſhall be fixed on the ſame epochs, and un- 
der the ſame conditions, as that between Great 
Britain, France, and Spain, and ſhall continue 
till the concluſion of the definitive treaty be- 
tween Great Britain, France, Spain, and Por- 
tugal. 

* That all his moſt Faithful Majeſty's for- 
treſſes, and countries, in Europe, which ſhall 
have been conquered by the Spaniſh and French 


Remarks on Articles XX. XXI. 

By thele articles each party is reciprocally 
benefited, and therefore they are moſt highly 
proper. It may not, however, be amiſs to ob- 
ſerve, that as by the badneſs of the roads, the 
military capacity of the Count la Lippe, and 
the intrepidity of the Britiſh troops, the Spa- 
niards were retiring from Portugal before theſe 
articles were ratified z Spain is undoubtedly the 
moſt advantaged by this ſtipulation, however 
plauſible it may appear in that crown and 
France in ſo much favouring his moſt Faithful 
Majeſty. At the ſame time it may not be im- 
proper to remark, that in this article it ſays, 
that the ceſſation of hoſtilites between the re- 
ſpective powers, ** ſhall continue 2 the con- 
cluſion of the definitive treaty ;” and as the 
ratification of preliminaries does not bind the 
contracting powers to abſolutely proceed to a 
definitive treaty, it ſhould ſeem that a ceſſation 
of hoſtilities muſt nevertheleſs continue; let 
any one power utterly refuſe to accede to ſuch 
definitive treaty. In this caſe Great-Britain has 
the advantage of her enemies ; for unleſs they 
violate the terms of the preliminaries they have 
ſigned, ſhe may retain her conqueſts as peace- 
ably as if they were abſolutely ceded to her by 
a definitive treaty. 5 


armies, ſhall be reſtored in the ſame condition they were in when they were conquered : and 
that, with regard to the Portugueſe colonies in America, or elſewhere, if any change ſhall have 
happened in them, all things ſhall be put again on the ſame footing they were before the preſent 
war. And the moſt Faithful King ſhall be invited to accede to the preſent preliminary articles 
as ſoon as ſhall be poſſible. , | | 


| Article XXI. | | 
All the countries and territories, which may have been conquered, in any part of the world 
whatſoever, by the arms of their Britannick and moſt Faithful Majeſties, as well as by thoſe of 
their moſt Chriſtian and Catholick Majeſties, which are not included in the preſent articles, 
either under the title of ceſſions, or under the title of reſtitutions, ſhall be reſtored without 
difficulty, and without requiring conpenſations. 


Article 


Article XXII. b 

As it is neceſſary to aſſign a fixed epoch for 
the reſtitutions, and the evacuations, to be 
made by each of the high contracting parties, 
it is agreed, that the Britiſh and French troops 
ſhall proceed. immediately after the ratification 
of the preliminaries, to the evacuation of the 
countries which they occupy in the empire, or 


elſewhere, conformably to the XIIth and XIIIth 
articles. | | 


'The iſland of Belleiſle ſhall be evacuated ſix 
weeks after the ratification of the definitive 
treaty, or ſooner if it can be done. 


5 J 
The epoch ſettled for theſe reſtitutions is ſo 


Remarks on Article XXII. 


ſudden, that our merchants and ſubjects who 
have ſettled there, muſt be great ſufferers 


thereby ; the time fixed for that purpoſe being 
by far too ſhort for them ta collect in their 


debts that may be due to them in the reſtored 
colonies. And after the departure of the Bri- 
tiſh government from thence, they can have no 


expectations of redreſs, but in the well known 


juſtice of the houſe of Bourbon, which I fear 
is by far too lender a ſecurity for a Britith 
merchant to rely on. : 


Guadeloupe, Deſirade, Mariegalante, Martinico, and St. Lucia, three months after the rati- 
fication of the definitive treaty, or ſooner if it can be done. | 


Great Britain ſhall likewiſe, at the end of three months after the ratification of the definitive. 
treaty, or ſooner if it can be done, enter into poſſeſſion of the river and of the port of Mobile, 
and of all that is to form the limits of the territory of Great Britain, on the ſide of the river 
Miſſiſſippi, as they are ſpecified in the VIth article. | 1 

The iſland of Goree ſhall be evacuated by Great Britain, three months after the ratification 
of the definitive treaty; and the iſland of Minorca by France, at the ſame epoch, or ſooner if it can 
be done. And according to the conditions of the IVth article, France ſhall alſo enter into poſ- 
ſeſſion of the iflands of St. Peter, and of Miquelon, at the end of three months. 

The Comptoirs in the Eaſt Indies ſhall be reſtored ſix months after the ratification of the de- 
finitive treaty, or ſooner if it can be done. | — 2 

The iſland of Cuba, with the fortreſs of the Havanna, ſhall be reſtored, three months after 
the ratification of the definitive treaty, or ſooner if it can be done: and, at the ſame time, 


Great Britain ſhall enter into poſſeſſion of the country ceded by Spain according to the XIXth 
article. a 


All the fortreſſes, and countries, of his moſt Faithful Majeſty, in Europe, ſhall be reſtored 


immediately after the ratification of the definitive treaty: and the Portugueſe colonies, which 
may have been conquered, ſhall be reſtored in the ſpace of three months in the Weſt Indies, 
and of ſix months in the Eaſt Indies, after the ratification of the definitive treaty, or ſooner if 


it can be done. 


In conſequence whereof, the neceſſary orders ſhall be ſent by each of the high contracting par- 
ties, with reciprocal paſſports for the ſhips which ſhall carry them, immediately after the ratifica- 


tion of the definitive treaty, 


Article XXIII. 

All the treaties, of what nature ſoever, 
which exiſted before the preſent war, as well 
between their Britannick and Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſties, as between their Britannick and 
Catholick Majeſties, as alſo between any of 
the above- named powers and his Moſt Faithful 


Majeſty, ſhall be, as they are in effect, renew- 


ed, and confirmed, in all their points, which 
are not derogated from by the preſent prelimi- 
nary articles, notwithſtanding whatever may 

have been ſtipulated to the contrary by any of 
the high contracting parties: And all the ſaid 
parties declare, that they will not ſuffer any 


Z 
_ privilege, favour, or indulgence, to ſubſiſt, contrary to the treaties above confirmed. 


Remarks on Article XXIII. 


This article cannot but be highly pleaſing 


to the Britiſh nation, and the more eſpecially 
that part of it who have imbibed ſuch ſtrange 
ideas about the conſequence of the famous 


family compact. For by the confirming all 


former treaties, *©* in all their points, which 
ce are not derogated from by the preſent pre- 
6 liminary articles, notwith/fanding whatever 
* may have been ſtipulated to the contrary by 
& any of the high contracting powers,” this fa- 
mous compact muſt be utterly annulled and 
annihilated, | 


Article 


2 . 
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"BY; 2: 
Article XXIV, | 4 ; 

The priſoners made reſpectively by the arms of their Britannick, Moſt Chriſtian, Catliolick, 
and Moſt Faithful Majeſties, by land, and by ſea, ſhall be reſtored reciprocally, and bond fade, 
after the ratification of the definitive treaty, without ranſom, paying the debts they ſhall have 
contracted during their captivity. And each crown ſhall reſpeCtively pay the advances which 
ſhall have been made for the ſubſiſtence and maintenance of their priſoners, by the ſovereign 
of the country where they ſhall have been detained, according to the receipts and atteſted. ac- 
counts, and other authentick titles which ſhall be furniſhed on each ſide. 


Article XXV. 

In order to prevent all cauſes of complaints, and diſputes, which, may ariſe,. on account of 
ſhips, merchandizes, and other effects, which may be taken by ſea, it is reciprocally agreed, 
that the ſhips, merchandizes, and effects, which may be taken in the channel, and in the north 
ſeas, after the ſpace of twelve days, to be computed from the ratification of the preſent prelimi-- 
nary articles, ſhall be reciprocally reſtored on each ſide. | 

That the term ſhall be ſix weeks for the prizes taken, from the channel, the Britiſh ſeas, 
and the north ſeas, as far as the Canary iſlands incluſively, either in the ocean, or in the Me- 
diterranean. - 

Three months from the ſaid Canary iſlands as far as the equinoctial line, or equator. 

Laſtly, fix months, beyond the ſaid equinoctial line, or equator, and in all other parts of 
the world, without any exception, or other more particular deſcription of time and place. 


| Article XXVI. 

The ratifications of the preſent preliminary articles ſhall be expedited in good and due form, 
and exchanged in the ſpace of one month, or ſooner if it can be done, to be-computed from. 
the day of the ſignature of the preſent articles. | 

In witneſs whereof, we the underwritten miniſters plenipotentiary of his Britannick Majeſty, 
of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and of his Catholick Majeſty, in virtue of our reſpective full. 


powers, have ſigned the preſent preliminary articles, and have cauſed the ſeal of our arms to. 
be put thereto, h 


Done at Fontainebleau, the Third 
Day of November, 1762. 


BEDFORD, P. &. 
L. 


CHOISEUL, Duc 
DE PRASLIN.. 
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There can be nothirg more ſaid upon theſe articles, but that they are highly juſt and necsſary.. 
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Declaration, ſigned at F ontainebleau, the 3d of 
November 1762, by the French Plenipotentiary, 
relating to the XIIIth Article of the Preliminaries. 


IS moſt Chriſtian Majeſty declares, that 
Jin agreeing to the XIIIth article of the 
preliminaries, , ſigned this day, he does not 
mean to ren 
debts to his allies ; and that the remittances 
which may be made on his part, in order to 
acquit the arrears that may be due on the ſub- 
ſidies of preceding years, are not to be conſi- 
deced as an infraction of the ſaid article. 

In witneſs whereof, I, the under- written 
miniſter plenipotentiary of his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, have ſigned the preſent declaration, 


and have cauſed the ſeal of my arms to be 


put thereto. | : 
Done at Fontainebleau, the 3d day of No- 
vember 1762. Ms ip on 


(L. s.) Co UL, Due de Praſin. 


Anſwer to the French King's declaration. 
HIS declaration manifeſtly ſhews the 
Freach King's intention to continue his 


* to his allies, by fenitmces: and 
epounce the right of acquitting his ſince he doth not ſpecify i arrearages 
ikeſt tha 


amount to, it is equally man t that mo- 
narch hereby reſerves to himſelf a liberty to 
make what remittances he pleaſes, under the 
name of debts and arrears. Such a duplicity, 
in the beginning of a negociation, gives us 
ſmall grounds to hope that the candour of the 
French court has received any improyement 
from their misfortunes. 3 * 
Beſides, as this declaration is additional to 
the preliminaries, being made by the French 
King of his own authority, ſubſequent to the 
ſignature, and not appearing to. be approved 
of, admitted, ſigne , and ratified, by the 
court of Great Britain, it is undoubtedly a fla- 
grant deviation from them. If the liberty 
here reſerved is included in the preliminaries, 


there was no occaſion for annexing this declaration to them. And if they are not authorized - 
by the preliminaries, the French King cannot, by this declaration, legally aſſume any liberty of 


remitting any ſuch arrears : for if that was in 


his power, he might, with the ſame parity of 


reaſoning, at any time, by a like declaration, deviate from any other. article in theſe preli- 


minaries. 


It may indeed be ſaid, that the payment of his debts to his allies cannot be deemed ſuccouring 


them, and conſequently is no infraction of the 1 3th article. But I believe a little reflexion wil 


ſhew the fallacy of this argument. This will appear, by having a retroſpect to the article itſelf; 
And their Britannick and ingſt Chriſtian majeſties further engage and promiſe, not to furniſh 
% ANV SUCCOUR,. OF ANY KIND, to their reſpectiwe allics.” Now if his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty ſhould remit any arrears due from him to any of his allies who ſhall continue the war in 
Germany, is it not thereby /yccouring them to all intents and purpoſes ? Would not ſuch re- 
mittances aſſiſt them in furniſhing the various means for war? and can there be even a French 
politician, with all his artifice and ftrength of quibbling, who can have the effrontery to. ad- 
vance, that this is NOT ſuccouring ſuch allies ? —In a word, this declaration is fo obvious a vio- 
lence of the 13th article, that it ſcarce needs a refutation, TOI 
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GENERAL REMARKS 
0 


E have conſidered ſingly each article of this curious negotiation, let 

us now complexly view this amazing web of politicks; we will 

not, like one of our news- papers, ſay dictated, but in a great meaſure con- 

trived, by the refined negotiators of the ingenious court of Verſailles. Let 
us hereby diſcover, if poſſible, the drift of their elaborate ſcheme, and in 

time detect the ſnare that feems therein laid, by our Janus-like foes, for the 

naval power and independency of Great Britain. The French Monarch 

we find has extricated himſelf from the German war, and we alſo find him 


anxious to aſſiſt his allies by remittances not warranted by the treaty; and 


immediately on the fignature of the preliminaries, proteſting againſt their 
efficacy, in ſo far as they may be conſtrued obſtacles to his making thoſe re- 
mittances, and thereby providing his friends in the empire with the ſinews. 
and eſſence of war. Spain has got clear of a war, which was not only likely 
to have cut out more than ſufficient work for all her troops, but even 


| © threatned the ſpreading the terrors of war in the very bowels of that haughty 
nation. By theſe means the armies of the Houſe of Bourbon are now at 


liberty to purſue, by underhand meaſures, projects of the moſt dangerous 
nature. That inſidious enemy has for a long time applied all her powers 
for the deſtruction of the liberties of Europe; and what uſe ſhe now in- 
tends to make of her troops (for ſhe never diſbands them) will eaſily appear, 
if we attentively obſerve the chief object the French negotiators have kept in 
their eye in the courſe of theſe preliminaries. In Africa we find the court 
of Verſailles ſtruggling for the Gibraltar of that quarter of the globe, and 
anxious to keep in her hands the key of the river Senegal. In America we 
find her no leis concerned to preſerve within her own power the entrance _ 

© 
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the river Miſſiſſippi, the door of the only paſſage whereby we can have admit - 
tance to our new ſettlements on that river. We there alſo find the court of 
Madrid deſpoiling us of our fortifications on the Bay of Honduras, and by ſuch a 
covenant, which appears more reaſonable to be agreed to from the conquered 

to the conquerors, than from the victors to the vanquiſhed, forcing us into 
meaſures that muſt ſpeedily render us odious in the eyes of our Indian allies on 

that ſpot, as well as amongſt thoſe contiguous tribes in our new acquired terri- 
tories, by ceſſion from France, and by no means glorious in thoſe of all man- 
kind. In Aſia France retrieves her loſt empire, and with a becoming luſtre 
re- erects her aboliſhed power. She there regains all thoſe habitations from 
whence ſhe formerly iſſued forth to the great annoyance of our ſubjects, and 
the moſt imminent danger of our power and independency in that part of the 
world. Thus provided with harbours for her forces in all quarters of the 


globe, can we heſitate as to the intentioned deſtination, ſooner or later, of * 


thoſe armies which have for ſeveral years diſturbed the repoſe of Europe? 
Can we be ignorant of the reaſon that influenced the French King to detain 
that ſmall territory which he reſerves for himielf at the ſide of the Miſſiſſippĩ 
beneath the river Iberville? Or can we account for why he appears fo'care-: 

ful of the religion of his quondam ſubjects? a point in which he eould have 
no concern, unleſs he entertained the hope of one day being reinftated in 
the ſupreme authority over them, their lands, and their poſſeſſions. 

1 ſhould remark here that the reſerved territory below the river Iber- 
ville, lies betwixr the lands now ceded to us, on the river Miſſiſſippi, and the 
ocean; and conſequently may tend to ſerve the French, at any time they 
pleaſe, as a barrier to prevent our people from an immediate correſpondence 
with the Bay of Mexico. In the interim, this very ſpot will ſerve them in 
a moſt important point; I mean no leſs than that of keeping up an intimate 
and illicit correſpondence (for no place in nature could be ſo well fituated 


for ſuch a purpoſe) with ALL our new Roman Catholick ſubjects, as well 


French as Spaniards ; ſo that the one may be ready to reyolt, as ſoon as the 
others are in a condition to march. A ſmall dominion ſurrounded with Bri- 
tiſh territories can only be made a point of ſome ſuch inſidious purpoſ e. 

Bengal, in order to keep up an appearance of regarding the letter of the 
treaty, may be filled with military ſubjects ; but thoſe ſubjects dreſſed like 
merchants ; whoſe uniforms ſhall lie in their cheſts till the time for pull- 
ing off their maſquerade habits ſhall opportunely arrive. 

As brave and warlike a people as the Engliſh are, they are military only 
in times of war; in peace they are a mere commercial nation: On the con- 
trary, the French are 4 (the church excepted) and ahvays, ſuch as they 
arc, ſoldiers. The conſequence of this may poſſibly hereafter be _ at 
29 | | Oree. 
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Goree. There, whilſt our people are quietly following their occupations 
as merchants and as traders, the French King may tranſport what numbers 
of troops he pleaſes and erect what magazines he thinks proper; ſo that here 
a ſcheme may eaſily be formed and executed for deſtroying at once all our 
African ſettlements, while our people are intent on the only object that oc- 
cupies their minds in times of peace. | | 


* * 


Theſe circumſtances put together, leave little room to doubt but France 


may now be engrafting on this peace a ſcheme for a new war; a war in 


which ALL her forces will maſt probably be directed againſt our foreign 


ſettlements, thoſe in the Eaſt Indies, in Africa, and in America, in parti- 


cular, The iſland of O ans, and the adjoining territory below the Iberville, 
as I obſerved before, mæ , covered with French uniforms, ready at the ap- 
pointed fignal, like an impetuous torrent, to over- run our infant ſettlements on 


the continent, and afterwards ſubdue thoſe of our more ancient colonies. 


As every particular on the part of the French, in this negotiation, de- 


clares theſe inſidious purpoſes to be their probable if not true aim, I ear- 


neſtly hope, and I do not doubt, that thoſe illuſtrious perſonages, who are 


Endowed with wiſdom to penetrate, patriotiſm to oppoſe, and power to 
cControul every baſe and perfidicus ſcheme of the political, reſtleſs, and am- 
- bitious houſe of Bourbon, will detect, expoſe, and properly guard againſt 
every deep-laid deſign of ſuch a baſe and wily enemy; and more particu- 


larly deprive her of thoſe reſources, and thoſe harbours, which may be 
nurſeries for her ſeamen, anc.$..22voules for her ſoldiers, and thereby en- 
able her to vie with our navy, and to over-run our foreign ſettlements in 
every quarter of the globe. 8 

4 & 8 


EO $STSCRIPSH. 


H RE, with the preateſt pleaſure, I muſt do the miniſtry the juſtice 


to applaud their firmneſs in not permitting the French King's com- 
plaint, relative to ſhips taken before the declaration of war, to be menti- 
oned in the preliminaries, and thereby precluding that claim from any right 
of being diſcuſſed in the negotiation previous to the definitive treaty, or in- 
deed ever more to be taken notice of : for by not being mentioned in this 
treaty, it is thereby implicitly renounced, and cannot come under the cog- 
nizance of the preſent negotiators. 


PINT. - 
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